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82 THOUSAND DEFENCE EMPLOYEES AND 40 THOUSAND CONTRACT WORKERS 

COMMENCED ONE MONTH STRIKE AGAINST THE CORPORATISATION OF  

ORDNANCE FACTORIES FROM 06.00 AM OF TODAY (20.08.2019) 
 

DEFENCE PRODUCTION SCALED DOWN TO ZERO 

82 thousand Defence Employees and 40 thousand Contract workers of 

Ordnance Factories commenced one month strike against the Corporatisation of 

Ordnance Factories from 06.00 AM of today (20/08/2019). The 218 years old 

Indian Ordnance Factories under the Ordnance Factory Board is a Government 

Department. However the present Government at centre have arbitrarily decided 

to convert these Factories into Corporation/PSU. In the past two decades, so many 

committees have recommended for converting the Ordnance Factories in to a 

Public Sector. However the Ordnance Factories being war reserve and solely 

dependent on the Armed Forces cannot function as a commercially viable PSU. 

Therefore right from the previous Defence Ministers, S/shri.George Fernandes, 

Pranab Mukherjee, A.K.Antony and Manohar Parikkar have rejected those 

recommendations and have assured the Federations that the Ordnance Factories 

would not be corporatized. 

The present government without any justification has brought this as an 

agenda in its 100 days programme and have decided to corporatize the Ordnance 

Factories. The three recognised Federations, CDRA and other unrecognized 
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Federations and Trade Unions have decided to protest against the arbitrary 

decision of the government, since once the Ordnance Factories are converted into 

Corporation/PSU, then in due course it will lead to Privatisation by disinvestment 

etc. Moreover the 82 thousand Central Government Employees working as Defence 

Civilian Employees in these Factories will loose their status and they will become 

the employees of the Corporation, thereby depriving them of the various benefits 

available to them. Since the government have refused to listen to the demand of 

the Trade Unions to not corporatize the Ordnance Factories, a strike notice was 

served on 01/08/2019 for a one month strike. The strike has commenced at 06.00 

AM today (20/08/2019) and the entire workforce are staying away from work, 

resulting in scaling down of the Defence Production to zero level. Strike was a total 

success in Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Odisha, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh 

(Jabalpur, Katni), Maharashtra, UP, Uttrahakand, Bihar and Chandigarh, where the 

Ordnance Factories are located. The strike was a total success at Ordnance Factory 

Board, Headquarters, Kolkata. 

The  strike will continue upto 19th of Sept. 2019. The Federations urges upon 

the Government of India to come forward to reconsider its decision to corporatize 

the Ordnance Factories and withdraw the same in the interest of the Defence 

preparedness of our country and also the service life of 82 thousand Employees 

and their families. 
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